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Freedom to Do What?

As Pesach approaches, we are 
all busy preparing ourselves 
for those annual complicated 

challenges, but our minds also wander 
to the essence of this amazing holiday. 
What is slavery? What is freedom? 
We will pray to be bnei chorin, a free 
people, yet what does that actually 
mean? Freedom to do what?

The Torah uses the word chofshi – 
free, many times in reference to a 
Hebrew slave’s freedom. Yet when dis-
cussing the Exodus from Egypt, this 
word is never used. The Torah seems 
to go out of its way to avoid using this 
term and employs different phrases 
to describe the upcoming Exodus – 
“to save His people from the hand of 
the Egyptians” or “Bringing forth the 
Children of Israel” or “Let My son go, 
that he may serve Me.” 

Israel was not brought out of Egypt 
into freedom, but from a cruel and 
mindless servitude into the meaning-
ful service of G-d. To the Jewish mind, 
freedom creates a vacuum that can be 
too easily filled with a moral license 
to do as one pleases. No, it has to be 
defined by a commitment to a more 
enriching ideal. For that reason, only 
seven weeks after leaving the enslave-
ment of Egypt, the Jewish people 
accepted the ethics and morals of the 
Torah at Mount Sinai. 

This is also true for our modern-day 
redemption, in the form of the free-
dom of religion in our host countries 
and the miraculous freedom of having 

our own Jewish State. We have strug-
gled for over 2,000 years to be free and 
to master our own destiny. However, 
perhaps we have come to view these 
freedoms as the ultimate objective of 
our struggle. Of course they are great 
and glorious achievements, but they 
fall short of a truly Jewish political 
philosophy.

Halacha – Jewish law – is there to fill 
the void created by freedom and must 
be accorded a place in the life of all 
Jewish people and the Jewish State. 
Judaism must not revel too long in its 
refreshing autonomy but must stand 
up to the new challenges this creates, 
such as making Jewish life relevant 
and enriching to all Jews wherever 
they may be. Now we are free from 
persecution, we must use this amazing 
gift of freedom to address the import-
ant issues. We must start looking for 
our Sinai.  

Do we bury our heads in the sand and 
pretend that problems do not exist? 
Or do we continue searching for novel 
applications of the law and initiate 
campaigns to solve issues in any way 
possible, even if this means changing 
the fundamentals of Sinai? Both have 
disastrous effects on our rich faith and 
tradition.

Maybe our Sinai, the fulfillment of 
our newfound freedom, should start 
by trying to realize the promise of 
the ultimate redemption of the entire 
Jewish people. Maybe our Sinai should 

start with awareness and mutual 
responsibility for the dilemmas facing 
every group and subgroup within our 
people. Maybe our Sinai should start 
by breaking down the barriers we our-
selves have created between different 
factions of Judaism worldwide.

Let us make sure there is room around 
our nation’s Seder table for every type 
of son, every level of commitment, 
every variant ideology. We do not have 
to acknowledge the authenticity of 
their tradition – or lack thereof – but 
we must acknowledge them as fellow 
Jews, fumbling in the darkness for the 
light of G-d’s presence. 

Every exodus needs its Sinai. As we 
celebrate Pesach this year, may we look 
for our own Sinai, a Sinai to fill the 
void, to lead us into a Geula Shelema!
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