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Seder Night is a festival of faith. It 
is a time when we want our whole 
family to undergo a process of 

growth. We want the whole family to 
be free. Here are a few suggestions on 
the idea of freedom you can share and 
discuss around your Pesach table. 

We suggest that the week beforehand, 
you ask each member of the family to 
ponder the question: “What does free-
dom mean to me?”

Maggid begins with Ha Lachma Anya: 
the Lechem Oni – the poor man’s 
bread our forefathers ate in Egypt, and 
ends with HaShata Hacha – LeShana 
HaBa’a BeAra DeYisrael; HaShata 
Avdei – LeShana HaBa’a Bnei Chorin 
– “This year we are here – next year in 
Eretz Yisrael; this year we are slaves – 
next year free men.”

This is the goal of Seder Night – to go 
free! Let us go on a journey through 
the Haggadah that will enlighten us 
as to what true freedom means in our 
times.

ל ִדְצִריְך ֵייֵתי ְוִיְפַסח ל ִדְכִפין ֵייֵתי ְוֵייכֹל ָכּ ָכּ

All who are hungry, come and 
eat; all who are in need, come 

and join our Pesach Seder
Concern for others takes us out of 
slavery.

Rav Soloveitchik explains: “The 
essence of freedom is the inclusion 
of the ‘other.’ The slave thinks only 
about himself, but a proud, free person 
thinks about and includes others. 
Seder Night symbolizes the birth of 
a ‘Chesed (Giving) Community’ – a 
community in which the slaves who 
were just now redeemed from slav-
ery, leave their isolation and total 

involvement in themselves, and join a 
kind and giving community.”4

A slave is constantly thinking about 
how to survive, so he can only think 
about himself. A free person, full of 
power and vigor, is able to remove 
himself from his self-centeredness – 
to think about others and how to help 
them. Thinking about others is the 
thought process of a free person! 

Before all else, leaving slavery for free-
dom teaches us that it is forbidden to 
control others. In the next stage, the 
Torah commands us to act with kind-
ness towards others – to live in a world 
of giving, the world of free people. 
Our goal at the Seder is to go free; to 
be able to see the other, to transform 
ourselves into people who positively 
influence and give to others as people 
truly free.

ילֹות ל ַהֵלּ ְיָלה ַהֶזּה ִמָכּ ה ַהַלּ ָנּ ַתּ ְשׁ ַמה ִנּ

Why is this night different 
from all other nights?

What is the purpose of the four 
questions?

Clearly, the main point of asking ques-
tions is to receive answers. However, 
there is an additional goal here. The 
Gemara1 states that if a person has no 
children, someone else asks him the 
four questions; and if he is all alone, 
he must ask himself.  What does this 
mean? 

A slave does not question things. 
Only a free person is independent and 
strong enough to ask and challenge. 
This is even true regarding questions 
of faith. A free person connected to 
G-d and to his faith is not afraid to ask 
questions. Questions will not under-
mine his or her world of faith.

The ability to ask questions is also the 
ability to open our hearts to change, 
to an understanding that we can be 
better. Asking the Ma Nishtana gives 
us the opportunity to grow, challenge, 
change and improve.

ִמְצָרִים ֲעָבִדים ָהִיינּו ְלַפְרעֹה ְבּ

We were slaves to 
Pharaoh in Egypt

Why is it important to remember that 
we were once slaves?

The Torah begins the first set of mitz-
vot after Har Sinai precisely with the 
laws of a Jewish slave. From this we 
can learn an essential point in our cov-
enant with G-d.2 

The foundation of the entire Torah is 
faith and belief in G-d. “I am the L-rd 
your G-d” is the first of the Ten Com-
mandments. Our basis for faith in G-d 
does not begin with ‘I am G-d who 
created the world’ but rather “I am G-d 
Who took you out of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage.” Going from slavery 
to freedom is what enables a person 
to fully connect and communicate 
with G-d, and freedom is the basis for 
all of the mitzvot. Only then, after we 
have left slavery and become free, can 
we receive the Torah. A person who is 
enslaved to another cannot be a full 
servant of G-d – not only technically, 
in that his master disrupts his ability 
to keep the mitzvot, but also psycho-
logically and spiritually. He cannot feel 
his full dependence on G-d alone while 
he is beholden to his master.

For Am Yisrael there is no such con-
cept as slavery for life, as it says: “They 
are My servants”3 – all of Am Yisrael 
is subservient to G-d. Therefore, they 
cannot be enslaved to humans, for the 

TONIGHT WE ARE LEAVING FOR   FREEDOM!
                                                                    Ideas for   learning together at the Seder



  |  11

Rabbi Yosef Zvi and Rabbanit Sharon Rimon

TONIGHT WE ARE LEAVING FOR   FREEDOM!
                                                                    Ideas for   learning together at the Seder

basis of serving G-d is that every man 
and woman must be free to serve Him.

Slavery damages the concept of “I am 
the L-rd your G-d” in two ways, for 
both sides – the slave and the master:

1. Slavery prevents the slave from 
the freedom to serve G-d alone.

2. Slavery causes the master to feel 
superiority, which prevents him 
from feeling subservience to 
G-d. The fact he allows himself 
to enslave another human being 
shows that not only is he not 
keeping this mitzvah, he is also 
lacking in his belief in and sub-
servience to G-d.

If so, Avadim Hayinu – We were slaves 
to Pharaoh in Egypt and G-d took us 
out – it was this Exodus which enabled 
us to become servants of G-d. How-
ever, our control over other people also 
blocks us from our ability to be true 
servants of G-d. On Seder Night, let us 
emphasize our slavery in Egypt so that 
we will never try to oppress and con-
trol others; so that we may understand 
that doing so prevents us from being 
true servants of G-d. Problematic con-
trol is not only found in slavery in the 
classic sense, but can occur in many 
other relationships where one side 
takes advantage of their strength or 
position to control and dominate the 
other side, such as a boss/employee; 
husband/wife, parent/child, etc.

ָעְמָדה ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ְוִהיא ֶשׁ

This is what has stood 
by our fathers

In every generation they have tried to 
annihilate us. So it was with the Cru-
sades, the Inquisition, Spain’s expul-
sion of the Jews, and the Holocaust. In 

most of these cases, Am Yisrael were 
spiritually strong and did not abandon 
their faith.  

So who is considered free? – the Ger-
mans who ruled over us, or the Jew 
who sat in the ghetto and vigilantly 
retained his humanity and kept G-d’s 
commandments, despite the enormous 
hardships?

The Nazis acted as free men, but in 
truth they were slaves to a false and 
sickening ideology that caused them 
to abandon basic human morals. In 
contrast, the Jews in the extermination 
camps, who retained their humanity, 
decency and morality, were the ones 
who were truly free.

Rav Oshri5 tells of when he was in the 
Kovno Ghetto and heard the chazzan 
suddenly stop before the blessing “that 
You have not made me a slave.” The 
chazzan cried out: “How can I say this 
blessing at a time when we are under 
curfew and captivity… how can a 
slave make the blessing of a free man 
while the rod of slavery is placed at his 
neck?”

Rav Oshri answered that he could 
indeed recite this blessing, thanking 
G-d for not making him a slave, since 
“the essence of the blessing was not 
written regarding slavery of the body 
but rather slavery of the mind,” and a 
Jew who is committed to G-d’s mitzvot 
is always considered free, even when 
enslaved.  

 ַוּיֹוִצֵאנּו ה’ ִמִמְצַרִים
ָיד ֲחָזָקה ּוִבְזרַֹע ְנטּוָיה  ְבּ

And G-d took us out of 
Egypt with a strong Hand 
and an outstretched Arm

Why is it so important for us to know 
that G-d took us out of Egypt?

Firstly, it leads us to trust and have 
faith in G-d, as the Torah states in sev-
eral places: “And I will take you to Me 
as a people, and I will be your G-d, and 
you will know that I am the L-rd your 
G-d, Who has brought you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians.”6

However, there is an additional point 
here. If we had left the slavery of Egypt 
through a national struggle, it is safe 
to assume that we would not have 
become servants of G-d; a people who 
would subjugate themselves to doing 
G-d’s Will in this world.7 “Slavery” to 
a spiritual and moral world, to a world 
of ethics, principles and good charac-
ter traits, turns a human into a free 
person by virtue of the fact that the 
spirit is what rules him, and not his 
body or his physical desires. 

Rav Kook teaches us that “The dif-
ference between a slave and a free 
person is not just a question of social 
standing, whereby one happens to be 
enslaved and the other is not. We can 
find an intelligent slave whose spirit is 
free, and the opposite, a free man with 
the mentality of a slave. The nature 
of true freedom is that uplifted spirit 
through which the individual, and the 
entire nation, is uplifted and inspired 
to remain faithful to their inner 
essence – the mental and spiritual 
attribute of the Divine image that lies 
within them.”8
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