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91 KINOT FOR THE NINTH OF AV

Reader: (The joy of my heart) ceased (when) those who troubled
me caused me to hear: “Depart from me!” They made me as scum
and refuse among the flocks of my companions;! thou hast screened
the Dwelling-place (as with 3 cloud) so as not to attend my prayers ;2
thou hast enveloped (thyself in anger), and my heroes were over-
whelmed; they clapped? their hands and my limbs tottered when he
flouted my mighty men. Even though (the city) has fallen storm-
beaten in the nethermost depths, my eye yet awaits (the coming of)
the vision of the son of Berachya* which is concealed until miracles
like that of Gilgals (are wrought again); my eye grieves through being
crippled by Greece;6 God brought it about,” yet he repented and
called for weeping,8 saying: “For these things do I weep!”® When
her foundations were razed!0 and her pious ones were crushed at the
Euphrates, she recalled the division of the Red Sea;!! the terror of
the sin of Shiloh12 overtook her counsellors (when) the barbarians!3
shouted, 14 “where are her saints ?”” Zion wrung her hands (in sorrow)
when they exposed the Cherubim!3 to those who were impure. Upon
Mount Zion the multitudes of my enemies lay in wait, my insolent
(focs) engulfed me'S (and) rﬁy contemptors cut (me) off to make a
halt at Nob;17 thou didst watch my sini8 to stir up my enemies; my

people cried in the days of Ben Dinei:!19 “He, the Lord, is righteous!”

1) i.e. the nations with whom we were at peace, v. Midr. R.on Cant. §,7.
2) of. Lam. 3,44, a. 2,1, a. Is. 59,2, v.a. Ber. 32b. 3) i.e. the enemy clapped
their hands and rejoiced at the destruction of our Temple, ¢f. Lam. 2,15.
4y i.e. Zechariah, v. 8,13. The prophecies in his book are full of hope and
joyful expectations. 5) We are waiting for similar miracles as thosg shown in the
days of Joshua in Gilgal, v. Jos. 10, 6-14. 6) i.e. Syria, ¢f. Jastrow on ..

7) Lit. ke did it, ¢f. Lam. 2,17. 8) v. Is. 22,12. 9)v.Lam. 1,16, 10) When Israel’s
Temple was destroyed. 1) v. Midr. on Ps. 137, 9. Israel contrasted the happenings
at the Euphrates where many perished (through drinking its water), with the
miraculous triumph at the Red Sea. 12) They became suddenly aware of ‘the
consequences of the sins of the sons of Eli, priests of Shiloh, v. 1, Sam. 2.12.
13) Lit, wild boars, i.e. the enemy. 14) Lit. they opened (their mouth) wide.
15y Lit. they shouted (about) the deed of nakedness, viz.: the uncovered
Cherubim, Le. when the enemy saw the Cherubim, they asserted that the
Israclites were idol worshippers, v. Lam. R. Introd. 9. 16) ¢f. Lam. 3, 52-54,
17y v.Ts. 10, 32, viz.: when the priests of Nob were massacred (c¢f. I, Sam. 22, 17-19).
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The Elegy commences with the letter ‘D (ina sextuple arrangement) which is a
continuation of the Kerovot (liturgical poetry) in the Amidah, p. ny which ends
with the letter 3. The first word of every strophe is the first word of each of the
last eight verses of the Book of Lamentations, and the first word of every line

is likewise taken from its alphabetical chapters.
By Kalir (7th cent.?)
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1) ov. MPIT. = God has made a division between the heavenly
Temple and our Temple. 2) o.v. WY, or Y. both versions are incorrect
3) ov. ¥ ERY Y.

as Kalir based this on the 4th Chapter of Echah.
4 o.v. "M, or M3, based onls. 1,8.

[bpn] mwbs v (1

God set a term of punishment on the Ninth of Av; R. Huna, however, interpreted
this verse with reference to the stand which Sancheriv made against Jerusalem.
v. San. 95a. 18) Lit. thou hast kept up the chase, i.e. God watched the multipli-
cations of our sins for the day of reckoning. 19) Much bloodshed was caused by
him before the destriiction of the Second Temple, ¢f. Cant. R. 2.7, a. Josephus

Antig.
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Thou didst exalt the worthless and they stripped me of my ornaments,
thou didst approach them (to come) against me, and they utterly
destroyed me; they caused my (dying) voice to be heard in Arabia,
(mockingly they beguiled me, saying): “Arise, pass by (our land!)!”
1 called out to my allies,? (but) they deceived me, 1 called out to the
inhabitants of Gibeon,3 even they have swept me away. Wherefore
did they keep watch to slay (King Josiah), the breath of our nostrils?*
Thou didst look on (unmoved), when our skin was scorched like an
oven,’ (and) thou didst look on when they finished (the work of)
trouble and vexationS in thy chosen Habitation; thou didst contend
(with us) through Ezekiel, to avenge (our blood),” when they rebelled;
behold, theysaid: “Come, let us wipe them out asanation!”8 Behold-
O Lord, for I am in distress, my bowels are in a ferment.? Bring us
back, (and fulfil) the proclamation “Rejoice!”10 (while the cup of
punishment will be meted out) to the nation who turned me out; they
took counselll to trample down my courts, and have me crushed,
they silenced the lips of the singers!2 of the Temple and caused me
pain; thou hast heard!3 that they prepared an impure cultto sweepme
away, !4 (and) when my people lay down or wandered forth, they fed
me with gravel,I5 having heard (full well) that I was groaning. O
thou who hast engraved (the likeness of) Jacobl6 on the throne of thy
Ophanim,!7 repay them!8 the desert as on (that day) when they beheld
thy presence;!? drive into obscurity those that devise ill against thy
treasured ones, deliver to the flame those that tear down thy precious
(places);20 summon the cup (of punishment) that is hidden in thy
corner?! to intoxicate them, (and) let all their wickzdness22 come before
thee. Let (punishment) come to the adversary who has annihilated us,
who in a fury led us (captive) to the entrance of Chamat;23 old men,
youth and virgin, he fettered us (all), and drove us away as far as
Chalah and Chabor;24 O Exalted One, look down, we beseech thee,

(for) we are all thy people! Recall, O Lord, what has befallen us!5

1y v.p. 14, note 7. 2) cf. Jer. 27,3, a. Lam. 1,2, a. 19. 3) They were Israel’s allies.
v. Jos. 10,1.4) v. p.25, note 4. 5) ¢f. Lam. 5,10. 6) ¢f. Ps. 10, [4.7) cf, Ezek.25, 14.
8) ¢f. Ps. 83,5.9 In biblical expressions it is onc of the scats of emotion, ¢f.
Targum on Lam. 1,20, a. A.S. p. 349. 19) Lit. he announced to the nation, ie,
Edom, v. Lam. 4,21.11) Lit. their sittings, cf. ibid. 3,63.12) i.e. the Levites. 13) of.
ibid. 3, 61.14) Lit. he prepared branches of the nose, as mentioned in Ezek. (v. 8, 17).
Therc it says That the land became full with violence, and, according to Rashi,
they worshipped a certain idol by dipping a branch into the fistula, and then
putting it to their noses, v. Midr. Tan. on Deut. 10. 15) When they were led into
captivity, no facilities were provided for them, and they were forced to knead
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Reader or Narrator: How in thy wrath thou didst hasten to
destroy thy faithful ones by the hands of the Edomites, and didst not
recall the covenant with ‘Abraham! whom thou hast chosen for
thy trials; and therefore we utter: Cong.: “Recall, O Lord, what has
befallen us!” .

Reader or Narrator: How with thy threats thou didst rebuke thy

redeemed ones? to be banished by the hands of the haughty (foe),and
didst not recall the quick route? where thou didst guide* thy bannered
hosts,’ and it is therefore that we say: Cong.: “Recall, O Lord, what
has befallen us!”
Reader or Narrator: How in thy meditation thou didst plan to cast
thy multitudes into the hands of the scoffers, and didst not recall thy
assured promiseS which thou hast designated to thy prophets;” and
it is therefore that we lament: Cong.: “Recall, O Lord, what has
befallen us!”

Reader or Narrator: How in thy indignation thou hast forsaken thy
Habitations8 to contempt at the hand of strangers, and didstnot recall
the espousal® (written in) the statutes of Hprz;b which thou hast
engraved for thy compassionate ones,5 and it is therefore that we
declare: Cong.: “Recall, O Lord, what has befallen us!”

Reader or Narrator: How thou hast put thyself to pains, so that thy
lambs might be torn by the hands of the unclean, and didst not recall
the precious (gift of) friendship of the Torah!® which thou hast set
apart for those who acknowledge thee; and it is therefore that we

wail: Cong.: “Recall, O Lord, what has befallen us!”
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Nov. @y Tw.. Hov. LY. Do '"gg'zs'gr_l‘?. 4) The plural is used
here to rhyme with the rest.

their dough on the bare ground, hence the reason for being fed with gravel,
v. Lam. 3,16, a. Lam. R Introd. (R. Yochanan 1st). 16) Lit. the perfect one. \7)
v. Ezek. 1,15, a. Chag. 13b. 13) ie. the enemies. 19) When Ged punished the
Egyptians at the Red Sea. 20) j.e. the Temple and other holy places. 21) i.e. Eden,
v.Gen.R. 5, 16, a. ¢f. Deut. 32, 33-34.22) v. Lam. 1,22.23) Chamat was a citadel in
Aram (Syria), between Larissa and Arethusa, in the vicinity of North Lebanon,
v. Jud. 3,3, 2 Kings, 25,21, a. Zech. 9,2. 24) v. p. 37, notes 8-9. ) v. Lam. 5,1
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Nevuchadnetsar! exalted, but (when) he opened his eyes, (he saw.
the angel) Michael walking before him,? and his hosts saw that the
angels were walking as slaves (into captivity);® yet he enveloped
himself in pride, and extinguished the candelabrum (in the Temple),
he blasphemed the Awe-inspiring God, indeed he caused the very
light (of God)* who is wrapped in light to be darkened.

When NevuchadnetsarS roared like a lion in the Inner Temple, my
beloved® fled (and) mourned as for the dead; moreover, on that
night he? did not accept the souls in pledge.

God said® to the destroying (angels): “I have poured out my
wrath, I have delivered the beloved of my soul into the hands of her
enemy, I have forsaken my House and deserted my inheritance.

Reader or Narrotor: O that my head were water, and my eyes a
fountain of trickling tears,” that I might weep all the days and nights
(of my life) for my slain children and babes, and the old men of my
congregation; and indeed cry aloud: “Woe! Ah! Alas! And weep
greatly, ever more copiously.” Cong: Alas, for the house of Israel
and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: My eye shall weep bitterly, and I will go to
the weepers’ field,10 and I will make those who are distraught (with
grief) and bitter of heart weep with me for the fair maidens and
tender children who were enwrapped in their school books, and were
dragged to the slaughter,. their frames were ruddier than coral,
(fairer) than sapphire and carbuncles, they were trampled and cast
down like the dirt of the streets; (the foe) cried out to them: “Depart,
unclean, do not approach!” Cong.: Alas, for the house of Israel,
and for the people of the Lord, for they arc fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: Indeed, my eye will stream with tears, and I
will how! and wander lost, [ will summon to weeping and gird with
sackcloth, to lament (their passing); the Torah, the Scriptures, the
Mishna,!! and the Aggadah,!2 more desirable than gold, yes, more
precious than fine gold, more glorious within each precious instru-
ment—I have seen them torn, bereft and solitary, bear witness and
sing dirges to set forth the tale—where is the Torah, (where are)
the disciples who studied it? Is not her place desolate with none to
dwell therein? Cong: Alas, for the house of Israel, and for the people
of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword!

1) Lit. the lion, Nevuchadnetsar is here compared to a lion. 2) According
to the Midrash, the Angel Michael walked in front of Nevuchadnetsar, and
caused the destruction of the Temple, to show that it was an angelic action,
and not Nevuchadnetsar’s. 3) e.g. a metaphor that the angels accompanied the
Children of Israel into exile. 4) ie. the Temple where the Divine Presence
dwelt. 5) Lit. (the idol) Bel. 6} i.e. Divine Presence. 7y ie. God; every night
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the souls arc put in charge of the Almighty, v. Job. 12,10, 8) Lit. he said.
9) v. p. 94, note 7. 10} i.e. a place where the funeral cortege disperses, and where
the funeral orations are held. v. Ohalot, 18,4, a. M. Kat. Sb. 1) v. p. 12,5 note 3.
12) j.e. homiletical (or edificatory) portion of ancient Rabbinical literature.
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Reader or Narrator: Verily, my eyelids gush with water (and my
eyes) stream (with) tears,! as 1 bewail in bitterness (of soul) the
martyrs of Speyer; it happened on the eighth (day?) in the second
(month), on the Day of Rest; my tranquility was changed to tumult
and destruction;? as handsome youths and venerable men were slain;
(when) they were gathered together, they gave up their souls heroic-
ally (and) in perfect unison for declaring the Unity of God in awe;
they were valiant heroes, quick to fulfil his words; my priests too
and my young men, they were ten in all who perished. Cong.. Alas,
for the house of Israel and for the people of the Lord, for they are
fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: In the bitterness of my anguish and my sorrow,
1indite dirges, as! call to mind this day and the martyrdom of theholy
congregations; the congregation of Worms, well tested and chosen,
the renowned ones of the land and perfect in purity; twice did they
sanctify the Unity of God in awe, once, on the twenty-third of the
month Ziv* in all purity; and (the second time) in the third month
(Sivan) during the reading and chanting of the Hallel,* they gave up
their soul bound (to God) in love; like a thick cloud (full of water),
so will I moan with a wailing cry for those who were adorned with
the diadem (of martyrdom). Cong.: Alas, for the house of Israel and
for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: For the noble ones of the esteemed congrega-
tion of Mayence, who were swifter than eagles and stronger than lions
(to do God’s will); they gave up their souls for declaring the Unity of
the Revered God; indeed, for them will I lament with a soul-
shattering cry, for the foundations of both my Temples that were
today laid bare, and for the destruction of my miniature templesS
and (houses) for study of the Law. Cong: Alas, for the house of Israel
and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: On the third day of the third month (Sivan),
more sorrow and destruction were added, the month which was
turned into grief and distress; on the day of the giving of the Law6
I had hoped to find cause for regained happiness, but as on the day of
its giving, so did (the Torah) return now; it ascended on high to the
place of its dwelling, (together) with its casing and covering, its in-
terpreters and those who explored it,” those who studied dnd taught
it in the darkness (of night) as well as during the day8 Cong: Alas,
for the house of Israel and for the people of the Lord, for they are
fatlen by the sword!

1) ¢f. Jer. 9,17. 2)ie.on(a Shabbat,) the eighth day of Iyar. 3) The Author
plays on the words Y3} “rest”, ¥, tto disturb”. 4)It was the new moon.

5) The Synagogue is called “a miniature Temple”, as the prayers therein replaced
the sacrifices in the Temple of old, v. Ber. 26b, v. A.S. p. 182, note 1. 6) It was
hoped, because of the day upon which the Law was given, that the decrees
would be abolished. 7) viz. they were all consumed. 8) Lit. In mid-darkness as in
the light, *)i.e. lyar.
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134 KINOT FOR THE NINTH

OF AV

‘Reader or Narrator: Take this to your hearts, (and) prepare a sad
Funeral oration: put on mourning and roll in the dust, for their
massacre weighs no less than the burning of the House of God, its
porch and its Palace; and since we may not add (an extra) season (of
mourning) for the destruction and conflagration, neither may we
anticipate (the observance of fasting), but are enjoined ratherto post-
pone it,* therefore will I cause my cry of woe to rise this day, and I
will wail, howl and weep in bitterness of soul; indeed my sighing
is heavy from morning till evening. Cong: Alas, for the house of
Israel and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword !

Reader or Narrator: So for these do I weep, and my heart groans
exceedingly, and I call to the hired mourning women and to the
skilled keeners (and) all moan, mourn and wail; is there any anguish
that can be compared to my anguish? Without does the sword
bereave, and within terror (reigns);! my wounded, and those who are
riddled with sword thrusts, lie naked; sucklings, young men and
maidens (together) with hoary old men, their corpses are like carrion
for the wild beasts of the land. Cong: Alas, for the house of Israel
and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword!

Reader or Narrator: My oppressors mock and increase their
reproach: “Where is their God,” they say, “The Rock in whom they
trusted till death? Let him come and save (them) and restore their
souls (to life);”” O thou who art mighty, who is like thee, O Lord,
who bearest (all) our burdens ?2 Wilt thou be quiet and restrain thy-
self and not gird thyself in wrath, when those that scoff at me say:
“If he be a God, let him contend (to thee).”” Cong: Alas, for the house
of Israel, and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the
sword!

Reader or Narrator: My eyé runs down? with tears, for the
singer has turned to mourning, and my flute to the sound of
weeping, without pause or assuagement; who will lament for me,
when there is no one to take hold (of me) to bestir myself in self-
resolve? (His) wrath, indeed a sweeping storm has gone forth
against me; the adversary, the oppressor has devoured me and
mutilated me,* he has broken my bones, scattered (them) and
ground them small; he has flouted (the authority) of all my mighty
ones who were the centre and backbones (of my probity). No
ointment or bandage can I choose, as my wound is (so) severe
beyond arresting or cleansing; therefore did I say: “‘Turn away
from me, 1 will (weep) bitterly and sear my cheeks with my tears.
Cong.: Alas, for the house of [sracl, and for the people of the Lord,
for they are fallen by the sword!”

* If the Ninth of Av falls on Shabbat, the Fast is observed on the following
Sunday, but not before,

Yy Lit. in the open the sword shall bereave, and in the chambers (shall be) terror,
viz, the disasters which Moses predicted at his death, (v. Deut. 32.25), have come
true. 2) Lit. bearing sheaves. 3) ¢f. p. 14, note 3. 4) ¢f. Jer, 51,34, 5) viz
the Sanhedrin (Lit. the navel and the wmbilical cord, v. Num, R. s. 1), ie. as
the navel is in the centre of the body, so were the Sanhedrin placed in the centre
of the Temple, ¢/, Midr, Cant. 7, 3. .
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1) According to the German Rite this is the 42nd elegy in the order of the
Kinot: 2)v. B.Y. on "mbr,, p. 241, *) ¢f. Lam. R. Introd., (R. Yochanan 1),

?h/‘\ TRV p?.f// = nfe

AVYTIAR Pup

o %P nrp

us aw T IRROTY UNRD P 1AM WIPBA N2 iR Sy a7
B9WA 07 YA D Doweaam uK AIPRA NP3 b3 ®w ey obiya
g0 1R enays oo uMR 39p% 73 PRk APSnoa NOTAT IRD

NP 5y UMK ATnynn Pop by AP ININAY wI N Parab
+ 3R NYWNa mbearn

— 19735 7122 XD oY MPwRa 8O TY NIXRN IWR 150K,
$DITM YN 2 W Ay pvan 0w T Y nxIY anb
3111995 m ~ Any

¢




